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within the jurisdiction of the Commerce Com-
mittee, in order to make changes relating to 
the Nuclear National Security Administration 
(NNSA). These three provisions were also in-
cluded in the Senate’s version of the Defense 
Authorization Act and were part of the reason, 
Chairman BLILEY, Representative BARTON, and 
I were appointed as conferees on that legisla-
tion. In good faith we negotiated a com-
promise with our colleagues on both the 
House and Senate Armed Services Commit-
tees that saw two of these provisions, relating 
to ‘‘dual-hatting’’ of DOE employees and the 
term of the first NNSA Administrator, remain in 
the legislation. The third provision, circum-
scribing the Secretary of Energy’s long-
standing authority to reorganize parts of the 
Department, was dropped by mutual consent. 
However, this legislation does not honor the 
agreements reached by the committees of ju-
risdiction: it contains all three of the provisions 
that were the subject of the Defense bill nego-
tiations. If those in charge of this institution 
can neither honor agreements in good faith, 
nor ensure that legislation is considered under 
regular order and rules, then it will be impos-
sible to do the work of the American people. 

For all these reasons, I oppose the con-
ference report.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
honor that I rise to pay tribute to a true Amer-
ican hero, Dan Aguilar of Vail, Colorado. Dan 
has been awarded the Silver Plaque Inter-
national Alpine Solidarity Award, given to indi-
viduals who have risked their lives to save 
others in dangerous mountain accidents. Dan 
is a well-known mountain rescuer who de-
serves both the admiration and praise of this 
body. 

Dan grew up in Dallas, Texas, where he re-
sided for 18 years. After graduating from 
Crozier Tech High School, he served in the 
US Army in Vietnam for four years. Upon re-
turning to the United States, he moved to Vail 
where he began his now renowned career in 
mountain rescue. Dan’s love for the mountains 
has seen him travel the globe and conquer the 
most dangerous alpine trails in the world. 
What’s more, his mountain climbing adven-
tures have taken him to Mexico, Ecuador, 
Alaska and Argentina. But it is not his accom-
plishments as a climber or mountain biker that 
have earned him this prestigious award, but 
rather it is his courage as a mountain rescuer. 

In the early 1980’s, Dan suffered the crush-
ing loss of a dear friend that completely 
changed his view of climbing. For some time 
he was unable to even fathom climbing again, 
but this experience eventually drove him to the 
line of work that has made him a living legend. 
He has been a member of the Vail Mountain 
Rescue Group in the nearly two decades 
since. 

For Dan, saving the life of another seems to 
come naturally. In fact, this most recent award 
is not the first time he has received recogni-

tion for his devotion to helping others. Last 
year he was awarded the Mountain Rescue 
Association’s Outstanding Individual Service 
Award. In all, it is estimated that Dan has 
been involved in around 500 different rescue 
missions, since his involvement with Mountain 
Rescue. His advanced rescue skills have also 
been utilized in rescues on Mt. Rainier in 
Washington, the Premiers in Russia, and the 
Aconcogua in South America. 

Dan’s dedication and incredible compassion 
to help others have earned him a legendary 
reputation and the admiration of people 
around the world. According to Tim Cochrane, 
a fellow member of Mountain Rescue, in a re-
cent article in The Vail Daily by Tamara Miller: 
‘‘Aguilar is the first volunteer rescuer in North 
America to win the award.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the State of Colo-
rado and the US Congress I congratulate Dan 
on this distinguished and well-deserved award. 
He is a great American who deserves our 
gratitude and praise. 

Dan, your community, State, and Nation are 
proud of you!
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Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to recognize an outstanding educator in the 
Central Kentucky community. As a mathe-
matics teacher at Tates Creek High School, 
Rebecca Wood has inspired countless stu-
dents to succeed through her patience and 
dedication. 

Recently, Ms. Wood was named High 
School Teacher of the Year for Fayette Coun-
ty. Rebecca Wood has worked hard to equip 
her students with the math skills they will need 
for both daily living and higher education. For 
the past twenty-five years, Ms. Wood has 
been a leader throughout the educational 
community. She has served with the local and 
national Councils of Math Teachers and is 
continually working to remain on the cutting 
edge of math education. 

Today, I join our community in recognizing 
an outstanding teacher who has given years 
of dedicated teaching to the youth of Central 
Kentucky. It is a pleasure to recognize Ms. 
Wood on the House floor today for her supe-
rior work in education which has earned her 
the Teacher of the Year Award.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on October 20, 
2000, Pipefitters Local 636 of the United Asso-
ciation of Journeymen and Apprentices of the 
Plumbing and Pipefitting Industry in south-
eastern Michigan will dedicate its new hall and 

honor a distinguished attorney and its long-
time friend, Boaz Siegel. 

It represents a fitting testament to the dec-
ades of service of Boaz Siegel to the thou-
sands of rank and file members of Pipefitters 
Local 636 and their families. As has been true 
in a number of vital areas within the construc-
tion industry in Michigan, Boaz Siegel was a 
pioneer in crafting, on a cooperative basis with 
labor and management, a series of trust funds 
covering the health, pension, vacation and 
employment security needs of countless num-
bers of hardworking families. He has faithfully 
helped these funds to grow and prosper dur-
ing a remarkable nearly fifty years as legal 
counsel and adviser. 

During three of these decades, Boaz Siegel 
was a professor at the law school of Wayne 
State University, providing stimulating and rig-
orous teaching and training in the fields of 
labor, administrative and contract law to thou-
sands of students who have become vital links 
in the legal profession throughout Michigan 
and the nation. 

His intellectual brilliance combined with high 
integrity and the ability to see various sides of 
an argument led to service in many fields of 
public service. He used his insights as a law-
yer who had represented key sectors of the 
labor movement to help fashion, with other 
labor and management appointees of Gov-
ernor George Romney on a Special Commis-
sion, a report leading to long overdue reforms 
of the workers’ compensation laws of Michigan 
in the mid-sixties. Earlier he had served on the 
Wayne County Board of Supervisors and was 
appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Labor as a 
public member of the National Council on Em-
ployee Welfare and Pension Benefit Plans. 

I fully hope, as one who benefitted from 
Boaz Siegel’s professional talents and rigor in 
law practice and as a long-time friend of his 
and his wife Bess, to be present at the build-
ing dedication on October 20. It will be a real 
privilege and pleasure for all of us assembled 
for this happy and worthy event for a truly 
worthy human being.
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the Ronald McDonald House Charities 
(RMHC), McDonald’s owner/operators, and 
the McDonald’s Hispanic Operators Associa-
tion for their commitment to Hispanic Amer-
ican higher education. Their generous ongoing 
support of the RMHC/Hispanic American Com-
mitment to Educational Resources Scholarship 
Program (HACER) has just earned them an 
award from the Hispanic Scholarship Fund as 
one of the ‘‘top ten . . . corporate citizens for 
the Hispanic community.’’

The RMHC/(HACER) provides scholarship 
assistance to promising Hispanic American 
college-bound students. Since its establish-
ment in 1985, it has awarded over $7 million 
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